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00:00
Hi everyone and welcome to Module One of EDCI339. It's been really great getting to meet everyone in Slack over the past week, and I've just started diving into everyone's learner profiles. So far, I've seen a lot of really great critical self reflection, and huge diversity of interests, backgrounds, and even reasons for taking this course. So I'm really excited to get to know you all better this semester.

00:26
This module focuses on the background and history of distributed and open education. So where do we even begin when we want to talk about the history? Often this conversation is intertwined with discussions on digital technology or Education Technologies, in particular, the Internet and applications and tools that exist online. But in reality, Distributed Education is not really synonymous with edtech. It predates common use of the Internet by decades, if not centuries. In fact, some of the earliest accounts of Distance Education in the western world go as far back as the 17 or 1800s, when the first distance courses were conducted via post, when the Open University in the UK was first founded in the 1960s, they use a different technology: TV and radio to broadcast lectures late at night. Today, the Open University continues to be one of the leaders in Distributed and Open Education. As you'll see in the Weller and Marr readings in this module. With the histories of Distributed and Open Learning, you'll also know that there are very definitions of both of these terms. This multiplicity of definitions for these terminologies can and have led to contradictions and conflicts, on how we approach and discuss Distributed and Open Learning. We'll delve into this in a little bit more detail when we get to module four, and start talking in more detail on Open Pedagogy and Open Learning. But for this week, the materials and activities really invite you to take a look at the history of education technologies, of Distributed Learning and of Open Pedagogy. 

01:59
What you may also notice as you're working through some of the materials and as you're engaging in the activities, is that there are competing ideologies for Distributed Education and for Open Education. Why this is important is because in many ways, we're at a turning point right now for education, in which we have competing values between the instrumentalisation of education or education that is focused on the pursuit of capitalist ideals and supporting economic growth, and the skills that economic growth requires, versus more liberatory ideologies and values, which still uphold education as the opportunity for radical thought and social change. Depending on which of these value systems programs, schools and institutions subscribe to, there may be wildly different ways in which Distributed and Open Learning are implemented and understood.

02:48
As you can see Distributed and Open Education is not just about the tools that we use, but it also requires a rethinking of teaching and learning, and a new understanding of the purpose of education. We need to ask ourselves who is education for and what does it do? In this module, you'll also spend some time thinking about learning theories and pedagogy or the practice of teaching, and how digital spaces and Distributed and Open Education demand a reimagining of teaching and learning. I hope that you enjoy the content for this module as you start to think not just about what distributed education is, but why it is and who it serves

03:26
A few keynotes for the next two weeks:

03:28
By the end of this week, you will be placed in your inquiry group based on your learning preference survey. There is no Inquiry Group discussion for module one, but you will need to submit your group contract by September 23. Please note that this date has been slightly extended from the date that was posted in the syllabus. Because I really want to give everyone a chance to really get to know your team members, and to make some decisions on how you wish to engage as a group. More details on the contract will be shared on Friday.

03:59
Second, our first synchronous session will be next Wednesday, September 21 from 5:30 to 7:00 Pacific Time. This session will be an opportunity to chat about the course, get clarification on any fuzzy details, and also to dive into more detail on some of the theories and background of Distributed and Open Education that you'll have encountered in this module.

04:19
Third, the prompts for your module one learning activities are now available on the course site. For this module, you'll have a choice between three different activities each focused on either specific readings or specific concepts in the module.

04:33
Finally, your first major assignment will be to choose a key concept in Online, Distributed or Open Education and create a teaching resource: either an infographic or an explainer video explaining that concept to a general audience. You can sign up for your concept on the course site starting now.

04:52
As always, if you have any questions or concerns please reach out either via Slack or email. There is also an anonymous course feedback submission tool available on the course site. You can use this if you have any concerns but you wish to remain anonymous

05:07
I'm really excited to chat further with everyone about the history and background of Distributed and Open Ed and I do hope to see many of you next week
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