Welcome to E D C I 3 3 7 Interactive and Multimedia Learning.

I'm Mary Watt and I'm gonna be your instructor this term,

and I live here in Vancouver,

BC on the unseated ancestral territories of the Musqueam, Squamish,

and SLE Tooth Peoples,

and I'm really looking forward to exploring the subject together with you for

the next few months.

I've been working with all interactive and multimedia learning for a while.

First as part of a research and development lab at Simon Fraser University,

working on Interactive Museum and Science Center exhibits.

Then as a curriculum developer and an instructor,

and I've also worked as a consultant with online aviation training,

outdoor Education and workplace Safety.

Right now I work in the Center for Teaching Excellence at Capano University as

an educational technology specialist.

So I spend a lot of my time helping faculty use educational technology,

including interactive media and multimedia to promote learning.

And like so many people who've been at this for a long time,

I came to this work completely by accident. I like to learn new things,

and I've always enjoyed using technology to leverage the impact of whatever I'm

working on.

And then I had kids and became fascinated with how human beings construct

meaning out of the world around them,

how we learn from the moment we enter the world.

These two interests led me to the interesting world of interactive and

multimedia learning and eventually back to school.

So I'm really curious to learn what led you here.

What is it about interactive and multimedia learning that drew you to this

course? Please feel free, free to share that in your introduction in Mattermost.

This course uses a distributed course approach,

which involves using a lot of different tools and platforms more than you would

usually come across in any single course.

It also allows you to own and control the environments where you'll be learning.

The course materials will be on WordPress.

The discussions will be on Mattermost,

which is a social media platform similar to,

and your assignments will all be posted to your own WordPress site,

and then links to your posts will be submitted to assignments in Brightspace.

That might sound like a lot to navigate,

but that's part of the learning journey for this course.

While we're talking about the theory behind multimedia learning,

we're also going to practice it by examining, evaluating,

and creating our own multimedia learning objects and using a variety of

platforms along the way. It's interesting and it's fun,

but it can be also be challenging to keep up with all of the tools and

technologies.

So I encourage you to make sure that you're well set up from the beginning to,

unless the instructions say otherwise,

you can create your blog posts in any way that work for you.

They can be written reflections, videos, audio files, infographics, animations,

or combination of any of the above. Likewise,

with the comments that you make on your, on your um, peers blocks,

you can use any medium

That works for you.

The important thing is to show your thinking regarding the questions and apply

the principles that we're studying apart from getting set up,

we're going to start off with some key terms and foundational theories before we

dive deeper in the multimedia learning.

We'll also quickly catch up on cognitive load theory,

which is referenced in the theories we're gonna focus on in this course.

If you're an education student,

you've probably come across some of these theories already, and if you're not,

watch the videos so that you can have the reference as we move forward.

If you need to contact me, the best way to do it is via email.

I'm at Mary Watt at u vic ca,

and you'll find my contact details on the course sites. So once again, welcome.

I'm really happy to be working with you this term,

and I can't wait to read your reflections and learn a bit more about you.

See you soon.

